Hi Friend of the Makers' Space,

As summer fades into autumn, the season reveals itself in signs on the land —
berries ripening, birds on the move, cooler dawns, and shifting insects. Around Lake
Colac and in the Botanical and local gardens, these subtle changes spark creativity
and curiosity. March is buzzing at Colac Makers’ Space, with new groups in basket
weaving, clay, and leadlight starting, plus new workshops in eco-mixed media and
leatherwork. Come, notice, make, and be inspired.

Website Update: clearer, easier, and ready for our growing community

Our website has had a gentle refresh to support the way Colac Makers’ Space is
evolving. Building on the solid foundation already in place, we've added clearer
pathways and a few new sections that make it easier for people to find what they
need and get involved.

You'll now find:

¢ Regular Activities — a dedicated space for our weekly sessions and ongoing
creative meet-ups.

e Direct Eventbrite links — a simple way to browse and book all upcoming
workshops and events.

¢ An expanded How to Use the Space page — the central home for FAQs
about access, equipment, membership, and getting started.

These updates are designed to make the website more welcoming for newcomers
while supporting our existing members with clearer, more intuitive information.

And looking forward to next month mark your calendars as the Colac Otway Arts
Trail brings creativity to every corner of the region. Don’t miss the quirky charm of 3
Hills Hoist in Barwon Downs, the stunning displays at the Apollo Bay Art Show,
and fun, hands-on kids’ activities right here at Colac Makers’ Space. Back at the
Shed, Art in a Jar invites everyone to craft, explore, and take a piece of creativity
home. Whether you’re making, watching, or simply wandering, there’s something for
every artist and curious mind to enjoy.

The Colac Makers Space Team



WORKSHOPS

CYANOTYPE WEEKEND WORKSHOP WITH GAYE NIEUWENHOF
When: March 21 and 22

Discover the magic of Prussian-blue printing in this creative two-day workshop.
Perfect for beginners and seasoned makers alike, you'll learn how to create
beautiful cyanotypes using botanicals, objects and your own film negatives — then
explore toning techniques to transform your prints into unique artworks. All
chemicals are supplied, and you’ll be guided step-by-step by an experienced tutor.

On the first day you will create your first prints, experiment with exposure, and work
with both natural materials and transparency-film negatives.

On day 2 learn a range of toning methods to shift colour and mood, and develop a
cohesive set of finished artworks

A hands-on, inspiring weekend — and places are limited.

Members — remember to use your discount code!!

BOOK HERE

BASKET WEAVING GROUP


https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/cyanotypes-with-gaye-nieuwenhof-tickets-1981552952222?aff=oddtdtcreator&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--YSbyiI-IwIK5yt_0DTZ-TVv7KIaa1T4eQLkRNnQBmakjR_9bA-IYXxz9iZFjAhV8nFKag

When: March 29

Join us for a relaxed introductory weaving session where we’ll explore simple
cordage-making using natural plant materials. Heather will guide a friendly
conversation about what the weaving group could look like moving forward,
including preferred days, times, and how to gather materials for future sessions. She
will provide leaves for the first hands-on activity and share the basket collection she
has been working on in recent months. This is a gentle, welcoming space to learn,
connect, and help shape the direction of the group together.

Participants are asked to bring an old tea towel or cloth, a spray bottle if they
have one, and a pair of scissors suitable for cutting dry leaves.

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL: FREE for Members, Non-members - $2 payable on
the day

Book Here



https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/new-basket-weaving-group-tickets-1982474849642?keep_tld=true&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--YSbyiI-IwIK5yt_0DTZ-TVv7KIaa1T4eQLkRNnQBmakjR_9bA-IYXxz9iZFjAhV8nFKag

ART IN A JAR
Exhibition and Workshop @ the Shed
When: April 11 (Change of date and format)

We're inviting makers of all ages to create a tiny artwork, tuck it inside a jar, and add it
to our pop-up exhibition. It's simple, fun, and a perfect weekend activity for families,
creatives, and curious minds.

How to join in:

* Make a small artwork — any medium, any style

* Pop it inside a clean jar (glass or plastic)

* Bring it along to the Makers Shed on Friday 10th April between 4pm and 6pm

Or why not join us the from 11am on Saturday and make something weird and
wonderful to add to the display.

We will have paper, pens, glue and all manner of embellishments for you to play with.
All jars to be collected by their makers on Saturday afternoon from 4pm to 5pm.

BOOK HERE

GEL PRINTS WITH STITCHING - WITH GAYE NIEUWENHOF

When: April 25 and 26

Explore colour, texture, and playful mark-making in this vibrant mixed-media
workshop. Across the session you'll learn how to create layered gel prints on both
paper and fabric, experiment with image transfers, and design your own masks and
stencils. You'll then take your prints further with simple stitching techniques that add
depth, detail, and personality.

Perfect for beginners and seasoned makers, this workshop blends printmaking and
textiles into a relaxed, creative experience. Most materials are supplied, and you’re
welcome to bring your favourite paints, stamps, or sewing tools if you have them.


https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/1983996641362?aff=oddtdtcreator&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--YSbyiI-IwIK5yt_0DTZ-TVv7KIaa1T4eQLkRNnQBmakjR_9bA-IYXxz9iZFjAhV8nFKag

A fun, hands-on session — and places are limited.

Members — remember to use your discount code!!

BOOK HERE

LEADLIGHTING

Is running from March 11th for eight weeks in the Makers Shed. The class is fully
subscribed but if you are interested in joining a class in the future let us know.



https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/1981554865946?aff=oddtdtcreator&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--YSbyiI-IwIK5yt_0DTZ-TVv7KIaa1T4eQLkRNnQBmakjR_9bA-IYXxz9iZFjAhV8nFKag

CALL OUT FOR WORKS

Exhibition Space @ Colac Makers Space

The Exhibition Space @ Colac Makers Space invites one of our regular groups to
take centre stage with a feature exhibition. It's your chance to showcase your
collective talent in a dedicated gallery setting, share what you create each week,
and connect with the wider community. Sell work if you wish, shape the theme your
way, and let’s celebrate the creativity already thriving in our Makers Space.

Interested? Send your ideas to us HERE

Show Off @ Corangamite Clinic

Corangamite Clinic is delighted to invite expressions of interest from local artists to
transform its bright, welcoming spaces into a rotating showcase of regional talent.
With expansive, naturally lit waiting rooms and long hallways—featuring generous
wall areas (some approximately 3m x 2m), soft light-beige tones and picture rails—
the clinic offers an ideal backdrop for landscapes or gently toned works (including
considered abstract pieces).

This is a wonderful opportunity for one artist to present a cohesive body of
work, or for a small group of complementary artists to curate a shared
exhibition. Works may be offered for sale, with enquiries handled discreetly
via a small QR code linking directly to the artist’'s own website or email,
ensuring personal connection and autonomy. Exhibitions may remain in place
long term or rotate quarterly, with flexibility to suit the artists.

By exhibiting at Corangamite Clinic, artists not only gain consistent visibility in a
well-frequented community space, but also contribute to a calm, uplifting

environment that enhances the wellbeing of patients, visitors and staff alike.

Interested? Send an image of your work, size and sale price to us HERE



mailto:colaccommunityartspace@gmail.com
mailto:colaccommunityartspace@gmail.com




Hills Hoists in the Paddock (3 Hills Red)

CALL OUT: Hang Out the Dirty Laundry

Brief Artists, makers and creatives are invited to contribute to Hang Out the Dirty
Laundry, a playful Easter installation using three Hills Hoists in the Paddock, Barwon
Downs.

Bring an item (or items) of “dirty laundry”: a stained garment, worn textile, old linen, or
any domestic object marked by use, labour, time or memory. ltems may be shown as-is
or altered through print, patching, stitching, dye, repair or embellishment.
Interpretations may be cheeky, thoughtful, poetic, political, humorous or quietly
personal.

Bump-in Rolling installation, with the main hanging day: Thursday 2 April, 12-5pm.
Additional times: Good Friday 12-4pm and Easter Saturday 4 April.

Items will be hung randomly across the three hoists so the installation grows
organically with wind, weather and time. If you cannot attend, we can hang your work
by arrangement.

Possible hoist groupings (TBC depending on submissions)

* Hoist One — Domestic: aprons, tea towels, sheets, cleaning cloths, tools

¢ Hoist Two — Personal: clothing, uniforms, intimate garments, inherited textiles

¢ Hoist Three — Conceptual/Cheeky: political commentary, absurd objects, playful
“dirty” ideas (nothing obscene; keep it clever and ambiguous)

Gathering Easter Sunday 5 April, from 1pm — a relaxed look at the work, shared
stories and Easter eggs. BYO chair or rug.

Notes Works will be outdoors and exposed to weather. Please bring items you’re
comfortable releasing into an open, evolving environment. Care will be taken while
hanging.

Contact Instagram: @hills.hoist.paddock.art

Email: 3hillsred@gmail.com

Keeping the Dream Alive

OUR SPACE PERSPECTIVE - Exhibition June 20 to July 19.



We’re now inviting artists, makers, and creative experimenters of all kinds to
contribute to Our Space Perspectives, our winter exhibition at the Colac Makers
Space. This year’s theme explores how we interpret, inhabit, and imagine the
spaces around us. From the intimate corners of daily life to the vastness of natural
landscapes, from personal memories to shared environments, Our Space
Perspectives encourages you to respond in your own voice, scale, and style.

We're especially seeking small works that can be displayed within the Makers
Space gallery. These might include mixed media, small sculptures, works on paper,
photography, or experimental pieces that play with texture, form, or narrative but all
must have a textile element.

If you’re dreaming bigger, we’d still love to hear from you. For artists interested in
creating larger works, please get in touch — we’re considering opening the Makers
Shed on weekends during the exhibition period to accommodate more ambitious
installations or large-format pieces.

Works may be created through — and inspired by — Gaye Nieuwenhof’s workshops
in March and April. These sessions encouraged experimentation, storytelling, and
artistic play. Whether your response is delicate, bold, playful, or contemplative, we
welcome your perspective. This exhibition is a chance to keep the creative spirit
alive in 2026 and to celebrate the many ways our community sees and shapes the
world around us.

More details on sizes and prizes etc in our next newsletter!!!

LOOKING AHEAD

MAY 2026



Journey Story Scrolls

Create your own journey scroll on recycled textiles—an explorative workshop in
story, stitch, and layered mark making.

Leather Journal Workshop

Craft a personalised A5 tooled leather journal cover—learn tooling, patterning and
finishing to create a beautiful individual piece.




LOOM Free to Good Home - email us if you are
interested.

Colac Makers' Space Inc, PO Box 344, Colac, Victoria 3250, Australia

Unsubscribe Manage preferences



https://hs-442759179.s.hubspotfree-ap1.net/preferences/en/unsubscribe?data=W2nWG_q2Ry4cpW3M2krd25kZqQW2w1rTF3K1H7gW4hs_0k4cH_0nW3R5gSN43xbQJW3T4DPK4mL8qhW49CH_w2TglhBW2FSY414twjBmW2nTXJT43Gl2dW4hdVzS41XGpHW1QcfFt49jV6LW1_j05n2xxFDsW1BrgbS49KRpXW2Yrw3m47QfsKW3f_zjZ2-d48bW4pFKtq3j5-SkW4psKLp3dcTXfW3jrV7p2Pn6kzW3XPPYG2RsvXLW1W-8Dy2G0fF9W258nBL2YnZSGW2Tj0QZ2TNNwqW3K9Cjt2qTPv5W3SCljF4pK6v3W41VFs12Myy4CW4kLgHf3_DhxPW2p7_4q2vYtvDW4r71RT3bkwjZW23gjrd4hy8V0W3ZNn_l4fFMhwW4r949p2qFdRjW2xZBH-3Y1MjtW41DWZ736krX2W4rHcHh3QWr0HW22WpZx2sLvxZW4fqcXX1_8VzWW3jwG5b256h4GW36Dhf030kGKhW3LRcXr3Vz--SW4hFyXj1SyMYGW1BJ3754kcW9fW49lXXc366crxW49Tqjz2RQKxGf36F3F_04&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--YSbyiI-IwIK5yt_0DTZ-TVv7KIaa1T4eQLkRNnQBmakjR_9bA-IYXxz9iZFjAhV8nFKag
https://hs-442759179.s.hubspotfree-ap1.net/preferences/en/manage?data=W2nWG_q2Ry4cpW3M2krd25kZqQW2w1rTF3K1H7gW4hs_0k4cH_0nW3R5gSN43xbQJW3T4DPK4mL8qhW49CH_w2TglhBW2FSY414twjBmW2nTXJT43Gl2dW4hdVzS41XGpHW1QcfFt49jV6LW1_j05n2xxFDsW1BrgbS49KRpXW2Yrw3m47QfsKW3f_zjZ2-d48bW4pFKtq3j5-SkW4psKLp3dcTXfW3jrV7p2Pn6kzW3XPPYG2RsvXLW1W-8Dy2G0fF9W258nBL2YnZSGW2Tj0QZ2TNNwqW3K9Cjt2qTPv5W3SCljF4pK6v3W41VFs12Myy4CW4kLgHf3_DhxPW2p7_4q2vYtvDW4r71RT3bkwjZW23gjrd4hy8V0W3ZNn_l4fFMhwW4r949p2qFdRjW2xZBH-3Y1MjtW41DWZ736krX2W4rHcHh3QWr0HW22WpZx2sLvxZW4fqcXX1_8VzWW3jwG5b256h4GW36Dhf030kGKhW3LRcXr3Vz--SW4hFyXj1SyMYGW1BJ3754kcW9fW49lXXc366crxW49Tqjz2RQKxGf36F3F_04&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--YSbyiI-IwIK5yt_0DTZ-TVv7KIaa1T4eQLkRNnQBmakjR_9bA-IYXxz9iZFjAhV8nFKag
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