
Hi Friend of the Makers' Space, 
 
Winter has arrived, but things are certainly warming up at Colac Makers' Space!
 
June will be quiet with only our regular sessions taking place Regular Activities -
COLAC MAKERS' SPACE | COLAC COMMUNITY ART SPACE | MAKERS . 
However July promises to be one of our busiest and most exciting months of the
year, with exhibitions, community installations, workshops and plenty of
opportunities to get involved.

The inspiration for OFF AND CROSS comes from the absence of CrossXpollination
this year. 

While the much-loved textile festival is taking a break, we couldn't resist a little
wordplay. CrossXpollination may be "off", but we're feeling a little "cross" about it!
Rather than let the year pass quietly, local makers and artists have come together to
create OFF AND CROSS—a community celebration of textiles, fibre art and
creativity that honours the spirit of connection and participation that
CrossXpollination fostered for so many years.

Throughout July, Colac Makers' Space will host OFF AND CROSS, with works
displayed throughout the Makers' Space, Tarndie and selected Murray Street shop
windows, creating a trail of colour, texture and stories through the heart of town.
We invite everyone to take a stroll through town, explore the installations and
celebrate the creativity that continues to thrive in our community.
 

https://www.colacmakersspace.com/regular-activities.html?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--N0uEjIZVvBsvEXgp0rfUmadWb0Vw7IQeTZlO_v5P7WmAR2ra1nlePB4nNCEcTubQ4bBAV
https://www.colacmakersspace.com/regular-activities.html?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--N0uEjIZVvBsvEXgp0rfUmadWb0Vw7IQeTZlO_v5P7WmAR2ra1nlePB4nNCEcTubQ4bBAV


Join the Community Installation - Seeing Red
Everyone is invited to contribute to our collaborative textile installations occuring
over the school holidays.
 
Families and children can create colourful pennants to decorate our community tree,
while adults are invited to make 30cm textile squares that become a huge
patchwork installation on the Makers Space brick wall. Selected pieces will later
become part of the lining for the Makers' Space Moveable Feast project.
No experience is necessary—just bring your enthusiasm and imagination!
Workshops will run throughout July and all materials are supplied. 
 
Watch our social postings for dates and times
 
Felt Making at Tarndie
We're excited to welcome participants to a special felting workshop at Tarndie.
This hands-on workshop offers the opportunity to learn traditional wet-felting
techniques while creating your own beautiful textile piece in the inspiring surrounds
of Tarndie.
 
Watch our social postings for dates and times.  Places are limited, so be sure to
book early.
 
A Pause for CrossXpollination
Many locals and visitors will have fond memories of CrossXpollination, our textile
and fibre arts festival that has been weaving creativity through Colac since 2016.
Over the years it brought together artists, makers, schools and community groups in



a celebration of all things fibre, from large-scale installations and workshops to
exhibitions that transformed familiar spaces into something quite magical.

For St Mary's students, CrossXpollination became a regular part of the school
calendar. Under the guidance of Veronica Phillips, students took part in many of the
outreach programs and visited exhibitions as part of their art excursions. One of the
most memorable projects saw the COPACC foyer filled with hundreds of colourful
little birds, each handmade and full of personality. Residents from Mercy Aged Care
also became regular visitors, enjoying the exhibitions and the opportunity to connect
through creativity and conversation.

Sadly, CrossXpollination won't be taking place this year. Whether it returns in 2028
will depend on the enthusiasm, planning and hard work of the local arts community.
We certainly hope this much-loved event isn't gone for good, as it has played an
important role in bringing people together and showcasing the incredible creativity
that exists throughout our region.
 
If you are interested in joining the team to keep CrossXpollinatioN alive please
get in touch! 
 
 

Last Chance to See Journeys
If you haven't yet visited **Journeys**, now is the time.
This thoughtful and engaging exhibition has been warmly received by visitors, with
many commenting on the personal stories and diverse perspectives represented in
the work.
Don't miss your opportunity to experience it before it closes.
 
May Workshops – What a Wonderful Month!
A huge thank you to everyone who joined us for our May workshops.



 
Our fabric workshop with Jo Wade was a particular highlight. Participants enjoyed
exploring a beautiful range of fabrics, sharing ideas, learning new techniques and
spending time together in a relaxed and welcoming environment.
 
We were also delighted to host Wendy's leatherwork workshop, where participants
learnt traditional leathercraft techniques and created their own handmade pieces. It
was wonderful to see people gaining confidence with new tools and materials while
discovering the possibilities of working with leather. 
 
The conversations, laughter and creativity flowing around the tables reminded us
exactly why community making matters.
 
We also loved seeing new faces alongside our regular makers, proving once again
that creativity brings people together.
 
Around the Makers' Space
The Makers' Space continues to buzz with activity.
Our volunteer team has been busy welcoming visitors, supporting exhibitions,
planning upcoming events and developing new creative opportunities for the
community.
We're also continuing discussions around future equipment and facilities that will
expand opportunities for local makers and artists.
 
Get Involved
If you’ve been thinking about coming along, now’s a great time.
Pop in, bring a friend, or consider joining as a member—new faces are always
welcome.
 
To find out more visit our website COLAC MAKERS' SPACE.
 
The Colac Makers Space Team

Colac Makers' Space Inc, PO Box 344, Colac, Victoria 3250, Australia
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